9




[bookmark: _GoBack]

Islam Questions




Author
Institutional affiliation
Instructor
Course code
Date of submission



Question 1
This story of holds that God miraculously generated the water many years ago when Ismail was left with his mother hajar in desert thirsty. This story has made this well be the holiest destination in Islam and has since seen millions of pilgrims visit mecca to drink from the well.
Question 2
Idolatry is the practice of worshiping another object, idol or images other than God; usually associated with false gods. Monotheism is the belief in one almighty God. While monotheism is the belief in unseen power, idolatry is the belief in seen objects or gods.
Question 3
The first revelation of Muhammad by angel jibril led to the formation of the Qur’an. He was shown and taught to recite words which have formed the Qur’an recitations.
Question 4
	Belief
	Description

	God


	Allah is the sole source of creation and life. The purpose of life is to worship God. He has no gender, body, race and offspring.

	The Prophets


	Prophets communicates God’s messages therefore they are respected but not worshiped. Risalah is the prophet hood in Islam and forms one of the articles of Islam faith. Adam was the first prophet created by God as the first man.

	The Day of Judgment


	This is day when Allah will decide how people live in the afterlife. Although Muslims believe in living life freely, they believe that Allah will judge each one according to their actions



Question 5
Since Islam is monotheistic religion, shahadah reaffirms the belief that there is no other god except Allah; it forms the first pillar of faith in Islam.
Question 6
Quran is the central religious text of the Muslims that is a revelation from Allah and handed down to Muhammad. It is organized into 114 chapters organized by lengths beginning with those longer ones. The chapters are referred as suras and are not organized chronologically; each chapter then is composed of verses or ayahs. It is structured literarily to sound like a poem while it is divided into 3o equal sections to ease the reading during Ramadan month.
Question 7
This refers to the social, legal and traditional laws and practices that are upheld by the Islamic society.it provide the basis for the Islamic Sharia law.


Question 8
	Passage #
	Significance

	 # 5 converting
	 It provides the freedom to the Muslims to go and convert other religions into Islam

	 #8 adoption
	 This implies that if a Muslim adopts a child, he or she is not referred to as the child of that house 

	 # 6 women 
	 Islamic religion allows marriage of more than one wife.



 
Question 9
	Sunni
	Shia

	a.Composed of Majority of world Muslims

b. believe Muhammad had left Abu Bakr; his father-In-law as successor

c. they believe that Imam is not exalted but just a prayer leader

d. they see Imams as just humans

e. people apply Quran every time and they approach Allah directly

	a.Composed of a minority of world Muslims

b. believes that Muhammad left Ali Ibn Talib; his son-in-law as his successor

c. they believe that Imam is exalted and highest imams are called Ayatollah.

d. Imam are God’s manifestation and rightful Quran interpreters  

e. only clerics interpret Quran and laws



Question 10
i. Right to education. 
ii. Right to marriage, they can get married despite their social or economic status
iii. Right to take part in religious activities and roles
iv. Right to employment despite traditionally having to ask for permission from the husband 
Question 11
The Muslim understands marriage as a sacred engagement and compels men to be responsible in payment of bride price while upholding dignity and honor. The nature of marriage in Muslim ensures that the institution is respected and safeguards the respect of the woman. Divorce is condemned strongly; this ensures that women do not end up being single parents and hopeless like in the secular world 
Question 12
Women are urged and required to dress with modesty to avoid causing embarrassment to one another. The dressing code for women is long and full body coverage except their hands and their face; this is to discourage sexual relationships before marriage. Like their male counterparts, women face a lot of discrimination from public places due to their invisibility. Hijab also inhibits their social relationships with opposite gender; they may fail to foster a bond with potential male. They also face the risk of prejudice and harassed 
Question 13
Most women express that they have no say on matter marriage, they are decided on in most occasions the kind of partners they choose. Some of the modern concerns also include the “backwardness” of polygamy; this being a prevalent trend, some modern women find this quite unfair to their dignity. Most women Muslims also complain of limited roles they play in the leadership of the church; the church is majorly led and run by men creating a wide gap between men and women.
Question 14
Islam aims at giving man a primordial dignity, the nature of holiness that makes man serve Allah is only realized in absence of abstractors like icons and symbols deemed unholy. Muhammad did not also give the Islam any symbols to be used as a representation of Allah.
Question 15
People have created idols in wealth, beauty and fame. Due to the pressure to find wealth, modern man has decided to glorify the power of money and forgotten about worship of God. Individuals have also been self-obsessed with their beauty or other people’s beauty that they have ended up exulting human beings. Fame has become one of the most worshiped things today; people pray to be famous in their own ways. These news idols have impacted the negatively on the time people spend looking for these things at the expense of God.
Question 16
a. Shahadah: Declaration of Faith 
This is the belief that there is one true God and the prophet Muhammad as the messenger of God
b. Salat: Prayer 
Prayers are done while facing Mecca five times a day. They pray while reciting the sura of the Quran. This provides that prayer can be done anywhere.
c. Zakat: Almsgiving
This is the generous side of Islam. The belief of helping the needy and the help individuals give in the church in terms of building mosques, hospitals ,schools and other important institution.
d. Sawm: Fasting during Ramadan
This is a month of observance of fasting when Muslims deprive themselves of foods and drinks. This enables them to renew their gratitude towards Gods and appreciate the blessings they have.
e. Hajj: Pilgrimage to Mecca
The strong faith in the Ka’ba which is believed to be the house of Ibrahim, they therefore must bow down facing Mecca. Muslims who can make it to mecca every year gather around Ka’ba in Mecca every eighth and twelfth day of the last month in Islam calendar.
Question 17
Prayer in a Muslim life is central to creating a link with Allah; through prayer, one is able to build his faith and increase his spirituality. Muslims pray many times a day and most of the times before doing tasks or performing certain activities. 
Question 18
Halal is an Arabic word that connotes what is allowed in the Islam law and the permitted things while haram are the things that are not allowed in the context of the Islam law 
Question 19
A mosque is a worship place for Muslims. The mosque typically contains ornaments within the buildings that indicate the direction of Mecca. Inside is a pulpit where Friday sermon are delivered from. It is imperative to note that there is a partitioning that separates men and women. Mosques have over the years been places of education, ceremonies, business agreements, collection and distribution of alms and also offer shelter to homeless.
Question 20
	Festival
	Significance
	When is it celebrated?
	What happens during the festival?

	Ramadan 
	It makes Muslims stronger in resisting sin and encourages charitable acts. 
It makes people appreciate providence from God in terms of food and wealth.

	 Nine month in Muslim lunar calendar
	 Fasting from food and drinks.
Abstaining from immoral acts and anger

	Eid al-Fitr 
	 It marks the end of Ramadan fasting.
Acknowledgement of Allah’s revelation of Quran to Muhammad

	 At the end of Ramadan 
	 Muslims mark this period by eating after.
Celebration in open fields where people congregate and eat. 

	Eid al-Adha 
	This is the day Muslims honor the willingness of Ibrahim for intending to sacrifice his son 


	 Begins on 10th of dhual hijjah; the last month of Islamic calendar 
	 During this period, Muslims sacrifice their cows, goats and sheep.
They also offer Eid prayers



Question 21
This is the slaughtering of an animal when a child has been born done on the seventh day. The sacrifices are then given to the poor.
Question 22
 	According to Islam, marriage is the legal agreement that binds a man and a woman. It happens when both of the parties have consented. Marriage is seen as a companionship whereby individuals can procreate peacefully and in tranquility as intended by Allah.

Question 23
Polygamy is the marrying of more than one wife. The Muslims does not condemn polygamy, since there is no place for celibacy in Islam; people are required to get married and marry up to any number they can manage and control their sexual desires. This is with the purpose of containing certain misbehavior caused by lack of a satisfactory companion. It is not illegal therefore to marry many women.
Question 24
Burial in Islam does not take long compared to other religious doctrines. It takes place as soon as death happens; there is no viewing or wake. The body is washed and covered by family then hands placed in a prayer-like position. Family and relatives observes a three-day mourning period while the widows observe four-months and 10 days mourning rites









Question 25
Key components of Islamic tradition
Pillars of Islam
· Shahadah (Declaration of Faith)
This is the fundamental belief of God; all powerful God who is the creator of life. This declaration of faith holds that God sent Muhammad as His messenger to deliver Quran.
· Salat (prayer)
The fundamental belief in prayer and its power. Prayer is very central to the Muslim tradition; it is done five times a day while bowing down in the direction of Mecca. 
· Zakat (Almsgiving)
The Islam tradition requires that Muslims offer donations and give alms especially to the needy. This tradition forms the backbone of Islamic religion. Richer people would participate in building churches and other social amenities. 
· Sawm (fasting during Ramadan)
Fasting is at center of Islamic religion, it takes place on the Nine month in Muslim lunar calendar. The denial of food and restraining from physical gratifications provide individuals with a clear view of God’s blessings upon them. Sharing is also key after this period; the poor share with the rich together.


· Hajj (pilgrimage to mecca)
The belief that Ka’ba is the house of Ibrahim makes Muslims to always bow down on the direction facing mecca to pay their honor and offer their prayers.
 Key Islamic beliefs
· Belief in oneness of God: God is a powerful, creator of all things and He has no race, gender, body and cannot be affected by human weakness.
· Belief in the angels of God: Muslims strongly believe in the existence and role of angels in carrying out God’s orders. The angels were the ones who brought messages to prophets.
· Belief in prophet hood: the Muslims believe that prophets existed to carry out God’s plan and message to the mankind. They believe Adam was the first prophet.
· Belief in the books of God: God revealed his books to special messengers and prophets including the Quran which was revealed to Muhammad.
· Belief in Day of Judgment: Muslims believe that all actions done on earth have a consequence and people will be judged by only God. The sinners will be punished while the righteous will receive glory. 
· Belief in divine decree: Muslims believe in free will but also are aware of the article of faith in this belief of God’s will. They believe that everything is governed by Allah and that anything that happens in an individual’s life was already predetermined by Allah.
Important figures in Islam
· Allah : meaning God
· Muhammad : the prophet who got the revelation of Quran
· Abu Bakr: close companion of Muhammad and the earliest converts to Islam. He was the first Muslim ruler after the death of Muhammad
·  Al-Ashari: his belief led to the Sunni faction of Muslims. He formed the conservative Muslims



